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General Election

2017

June 81th

In what is being largely held as the most significant
general election in the history of the UK let us all use
our vote swisely and pray for our leaders, our

country, Europe and the rest of the world.

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have sent
out a thought -provoking message which is included
here for our serious consideration as Ch ristians as we
make our decisions at the ballot box on June 8 1,
See pages 5,6 and 7 .
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Rev Alan and Barrie

Alan is currently signed off work while he recovers from what

appears to be delayed concussion following a rece nt accident.

We are grateful to retired vicar Rev Peter Davies from

Cheddleton parish who has kindly agreed to help out.

Also there will be adjustments to the rota while Barrie IS engaged

in his reader ship training placement at Middleport for the next

few weeks.

Let s remember them both in our pra



Servi ces for June

ST LUKEOS
4th | PENTECOST
9.15am MORNING PRAYERG® Maryanne
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Lukebd
11t% | TRINITY
9.15am HOLY COMMUNION & Rev Alan
11.00am CONNECTIONS atStLuk e 6 s School
6.00pm ECUMENICAL SERVICE at EMC
18h{FATHERS® DAY
9.15am MORNING PRAYERG® Roger S w James
11. 00am CONNECTI ONS at St Luke
25t | 9.15am HOLY COMMUNION 0 Rev Alan
11. 00am CONNECTI ONSmaaytSch8al L u k e
ST CHADOS
Ath | PENTECOST
9.00am HOLY COMMUNION BCP & Rev Alan
10.45am FAMILY SERVICES the team
11t% | TRINITY
10.45am PRAISE & PRAYER Terry Bagguley
18h{FATHERS® DAY
10.45am ALL AGE HC 0 Rev Alan
25t | 10.45am MORNING PRAYER Kath & Muriel F

MIDWEEK ECUMENICAL HC SERVICES

FOR JUNE
Wednesdays at 9.15am
7" & 21 at EMC
14™ & 28™ at ESL

ST CHAD®S PRAYER
COFFEE & CHAT
Wednesdays at 10.30am
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For £2.50 you can keep the Candle of Hope
Light burning for a week with a dedication.

e
N

CANDLE

for JUNE

DEDICATIONS

or the Sanctuary
Contact Shirley

Brindley on 504089 if y ou would like a particular date in 2017.

Jun

CANDLE OF HOPE

SANCTUARY LIGHT

Ath

Anon

Mabel McGrath In memory of
Don, a dear and loving

Shirley Brindley in loving
memor y of a very dear
and Mum

Dad

husband
11th Sylvia Bradshaw to celeb rate | Anon
the 14th birthday of her
grandson George
18" | Linda Foster in loving memory | Sheila and Stan Hurstt o
of her dad on his birthday celebrate the 17th  birthday of
their granddaughter Lauren
(17th)
25th

Marilyn Plant t o celebrate the
birthday of a dear son,
Nicholas J ames

R,

Il"""""

Birthday

JUNE GREETINGS to

June Pope (2 nd), Margaret Barlow (3 ), Fran Dale
(4th), Rachel Betts (8 t), Gail Stone (9 ), Mary
Goodson (12 1), Sophie Brough (16t), Chris Boulton
(17t), Sarah Brindley (19 t)

If you would like your own or a family birthday included
please here contact Ros 504137




THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

To

The Parishes and Chaplaincies of the Church of England
The General Election, June 8" 2017

Embargoed until 00:01, Saturday May 6th 2017

The season of Easter invites us to celebrate and to renew our love of God and our love of neighbour,
our trust and hope in God and in each other. In the midst of a frantic and sometimes fraught election
campaign, our first obligation as Christians is to pray for those standing for office, and to continue
to pray for those who are elected. We recognise the enormous responsibilities and the vast
- complexity of the issues that our political leaders face. We are constantly reminded of the personal
costs and burdens carried by those in political life and by their families.

Our second obligation as Christians at these times is to set aside apathy and cynicism and to
participate, and encourage others to do the same. At a practical level that could mean putting on a
hustings event for candidates, volunteering for a candidate, or simply making sure to vote on
Thursday 8th June. The Christian virtues of love, trust and hope should guide and judge our actions,
as well as the actions and policies of all those who are seeking election to the House of Commons
and to lead our country.

This election is being contested against the backdrop of deep and profound questions of identity.
Opportunities to renew and reimagine our shared values as a country and a United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland only come around every few generations. We are in such a time.

Our Christian heritage, our current choices and our obligations to future generations and to God’s
world will all play a shaping role. If our shared British values are to carry the weight of where we
now stand and the challenges ahead of us, they must have at their core, cohesion, courage and
stability.

Cohesion is what holds us together. The United Kingdom, when at its best, has been represented by
a sense not only of living for ourselves, but by a deeper concern for the weak, poor and
marginalised, and for the common good. At home that includes education for all, the need for urgent
and serious solutions to our housing challenges, the importance of creating communities as well as
buildings, and a confident and flourishing health service that gives support to all - especially the
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